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~Turner did not.say:

Senale hearings on his nomination o bie director o
the Central Intelligence Agency was impressive o
its thougtitfulness, knowledge. and’ commitment t
condycting’ the business of national int lligence i
strictiacedidance with the law: A
& Tutner left the senators convinced thal.he was,
_ solid Ehoice for the CIA post:He left us with a'simi
+Jar'view of his fitness.. 4% i
- Some-of the things known earlier-about. Turne

:werejunderscored in his appéarance before the Sen
-ate, Ihtelligence Committee He pretty clearly is.
man of considerable intellectual accomplishment, n

"mor¢ likely to tolerate sloppy thinking by. subordi

inales than he would be to tolerate. it in‘himsel
:Neither, so he specifically. indicated, would he ac
-gept?illegal behavior on thé part of underlings or.
‘ dic;a_les from his own superior—the President==that-
-coniHisted with:his understanding of what:the law:
sintends. L YRTIEL R L frE
. :Turner, overall,-Seemed to us to’hav ‘the right;
anéwers-o the questions about the administration of;
intelligice affairs that events have made it neces:
saxfy.to ask. On one point only did we find his re-
sponse disturbing and disappointing. That’was on
th¢ question of whether the CIA might.use nonoffi:

T say yes; which. wdula have been
inconceivable, nor did he say ng; which would have
been preferable. Tnstead, he left the door open to the?
possibility: - We  think; that's” Wrong,- because 1w’
think,"as we. have said before, that'it isiwrong for:
any legitimate newsperson 10 serve as an agent,of a;
government-intelligence “arm. “Andzwe think’it’s3
wrong for the goverriment to encourage in any Ways
the idea. that legitimaté.-néwspersons might also
serving as intelligence agentssid i s

4,

“The suspicion that some newspersons might it ef<
%ect‘ be spies does not have to be founded on fact ta:
do ‘great harm, inhibiting their. funclions as.corres]
spondents and their service to the reading publi
‘The main responsibility for. not "doing intelligence
work of course falls on reporters themselves.: But’
the CIA, we think, also hds a responsibility to avoid:
‘compromising ? American reporters; ‘overseas: ;by
leaving open doubts about their functions, 5 ¥4 it
:A"year ago, then-CIA Director:George: Bush said;
the agency -would. not “employ corresporidents of 3
!American news grganizalions. Turner:should have;
“repeated that 'pledge.:Better. yet, the policy is on y
-that President Carter should personally endorse. s i
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